
WELCOME OF THE OECI PRESIDENT 
on behalf of Giovanni Apolone

Iwona Lugowska (Vice-President, OECI)



Complexity of the European Scenario

Epidemiological Trends

• 2.7 million new cancer cases & 1.3 million deaths in 2020 

• Expected 25% increase by 2035 

• Need for stronger prevention, early detection & treatment 

strategies 

Variability in Healthcare Across Europe

• Disparities in cancer burden, economic resources & 

healthcare access 

• Differences in quality of care & patient outcomes across 

countries 

• Need for standardized and equitable cancer care 
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Variability in purchasing power
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Variability in purchasing power 25% of costs are out of pocket, financial health 
care toxicity has been documented by surveys
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IEuropean Initiatives to Address Challenges

• National Cancer Plans aiming to improve care & research 

• Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan & EU Cancer Mission

Focus on survival rates, research integration, reducing inequalities, 

Policy alignment & cross-border collaboration 

Aims to reduce mortality, increase survival, and improve quality of life (QoL) by:

•Enhancing knowledge through research 

•Improving access to high-quality cancer care 

•Addressing key determinants of health inequalities 
•Encouraging active participation of relevant stakeholders 

•Maximizing synergy between funded projects 
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The OECI Membership 
June 2024

84 leading Cancer Centres 

already certified by the OECI 

A&D Programme or under 

certification

159 Institutions in 42 Countries

124 in 26 European Union 

Countries (Malta missing)

OECI:  The network



To improve quality in cancer 

care, education and research

OECI’s Goals: A Community

To enable knowledge 

exchange, cooperation and 

coherence among European 

cancer institutes

To promote comprehensive

care 

and optimal QoL for patients

➢OECI has three focuses: 

❑ four Working Groups,

❑ participation in EU activities

❑ A&D Programme, .
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